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.terrible; that not philosophers only, but the common
order of mankind, can easily reconcile themselves to
it, and even consider it as a good; and that it is no un-
natural part of the idea of a happy life, that life itself
be laid down, after the best that it can give has been
fully enjoyed through a long lapse of time ; when all
its pleasures, even those of benevolence, are familiar,
and nothing untasted and unknown is left to stimu-
late curiosity and keep up the desire of prolonged
existence. It seems to me not only possible but pro-
bable, that in a higher, and, above all, a happier con-
dition of human life, not annihilation but immortality
may be the burdensome idea; and that human nature,
though pleased with the present, and by no means
impatient to quit it, would find comfort and not sad-
ness in the thought that it is not chained through
eternity to a conscious existence which it cannot be
assured that it will always wish to preserve.